
 
 

United States Protestant Church Records 

 
Objectives 
You will be able to: 

• 
• 
• 
• 

Usefulness 
• 
• 
• 
• 

Protestant Church in the United States 

Other Countries United States

*Post American Revolution there was no recognized state church in America. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 



  
 

Anglican Church 
Episcopal Church 

Baptist Church

Congregational Church 

Dutch Reformed Church 

Lutheran Church 

Methodist Church

 
Presbyterian Church 

Society of Friends (Quakers)



  
 

Record Type and Content
 Baptism or Christening Record 

 
 

 Marriage Record 
 
 

 Register of Death and/or Burial Record 
 
 

 Membership Record 
 
 

 Additional Church Records 
o  
o  
o  
o  
o  
o  

 
 
Determining the Church of your Ancestor 

 Family Tradition and Clues in Family Records  

 

 General Religions of Countries 
 

Country 
Popular Religious 

Affiliation



  
 

 
 FamilySearch – Place Search 

county history

 Obituaries 

 
 
 
 

 

 Cemetery Records 



  
 

 
 
 

 

Locating Church Records 
 Contact the Specific Church 

 

 Church Archives or Central Headquarters 
 National Directory of Churches, Synagogues, and Other Houses of Worship 

 

 FamilySearch – Wiki & Place Search 

Helpful Resources

 

 Online Church Records 

 
 
 
 
 

 Historical Societies and Archives 

 

 PERSI – Periodical Source Index 

Drawbacks 
 
 



  
 

 
 
 

 

Helpful Resources: 
 

Anglican Church  
 
 
 
 

 

Baptist Church
 
 
 

 

Congregational Church 
 

 
Dutch Reformed Church 

 
 

Lutheran Church 
 
 

 

Methodist Church 
 

 

Presbyterian Church 
 

 
 

 

Society of Friends (Quakers) 
 
 
 

 

Obituary Resources 
   
  
  
 :  



  
 

 

Cemetery Resources 
 
 
 

 

Online Church Records 
 
 
 
 

 

PERSI 
 


